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routine maintenance, but not sufficient for other floor types or 

for weekly deep scrubbing. In addition, cleaning personnel must 

contend with different amounts of soil on hard floors throughout the 

facilities they maintain. Dirty entryways, lobbies and the like may 

require intensive cleaning that is beyond the capabilities of a neutral 

cleaner or a water-only floor scrubber. Or perhaps the cleaner or 

water-only machine can do the job, but only when operators give 

heavily soiled areas a time-consuming double or triple scrub. All of 

these varying floor-cleaning challenges point to the fact that floor- 

cleaning practices need to be matched to the surface, the soil and 

the facility’s own standards of clean.

The need for cleaning flexibility

Today’s hard-floor machines need to be both environmentally 

preferred and flexible enough to capably handle a wide variety 

of cleaning situations. Fortunately for cleaning professionals and 

building managers, such machines are now on the market.  

These new automatic scrubbers allow cleaning flexibility in a  

variety of ways:

Ability to use multiple types of cleaners and water only. 
Ideally, a “green and clean” scrubber will enable facilities to use 

any type of detergent or cleaning fluid—including green-certified 

cleaners. Machines that are designed to use a proprietary cleaning 

fluid only or water only are not conducive to the variable cleaning 

practices used in many buildings today. For example, a facility 

may choose a neutral cleaner for routine daily cleaning, but prefer 

to scrub with a stronger detergent for deeper cleaning weekly or 

monthly. Or a facility might use water-only cleaning interspersed 

with detergent-cleaning to gain the benefits of each; detergent-

based cleaning gets into pores and removes more soil, while the 

intermittent water-only cleaning washes residual detergent out 

of surface pores to improve floor appearance. (Once detergent 

is washed out of the pores, the water-only process no longer 

provides the same cleaning benefit.) For porous floors, a good 

practice may be to alternate cleaning methods (detergent and no 

detergent) to keep floors looking their best.

Machines that are designed to use 
a proprietary cleaning fluid only or 
water only are not conducive to the 
variable cleaning practices used in 
many buildings today.
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Ability to change detergents while scrubbing. Scrubbers that 

provide separate onboard tanks for water and detergent eliminate 

the task of premixing solution and the need to “dump” unused 

solution. This saves water and chemicals, while also minimizing 

waste-stream contribution. The refillable cleaning-fluid cartridges 

used with the Advance EcoFlex™ System allow a user to easily 

swap one detergent for another or to clean with water only, no 

matter where the machine is in the facility. 

Ability to change detergent dilution ratio. Today’s floor 

chemicals are usually diluted at a ratio of 128:1 (128 parts water 

to 1 part detergent), a ratio that is suitable for cleaning heavily 

soiled floors but can be excessive for routine cleaning applications. 

To minimize chemical use, some new floor machines include 

an ultra-low detergent mode suitable for normal cleaning. For 

example, the EcoFlex System, available on the Advenger® rider-

scrubber from Advance, can dispense detergent at a 400:1 ratio 

for routine cleaning of moderately soiled floors, which is just 

enough to enhance the natural cleaning power of water and break 

surface tension. In addition to being green, this mode saves at 

least 50 percent in detergent costs and leaves behind a light, 

just-cleaned scent (that water alone does not). State-of-the-art 

floor-scrubbing machines also feature onboard detergent-metering 

systems like the one included in EcoFlex. Users of this system fill 

a cartridge with a cleaning product, set a selector to match the 

manufacturer’s suggested dilution ratio, and insert the cartridge 

into the scrubber. The system eliminates operator guesswork and 

ensures that detergent is dispensed at the proper dilution ratio.

Ability to clean with warm water. Every 18°F (10°C) increase 

in the temperature of water used in cleaning doubles the cleaning 

effectiveness of a cleaning agent.  Equipment that accepts water at 

temperatures above 100°F can significantly reduce the amount of 

time required for a cleaning agent to take action. 

Ability to increase cleaning performance for specific areas.  
It’s well known that high-traffic areas such as entryways and 

Some of today’s new scrubbers 
allow operators to temporarily 
increase cleaning aggressiveness 
for specific problem areas.

When evaluating green cleaning 
machines, look for those that can 
be adjusted to the soil content on 
the floor for maximum cleaning 
performance and efficiency. The 
EcoFlex System, available on the 
Advance Advenger rider-scrubber, 
provides flexibility for cleaning 
green – without compromising the 
“clean.”
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lobbies get particularly dirty. Some of today’s new scrubbers 

allow operators to temporarily increase cleaning aggressiveness 

for specific problem areas. For instance, the EcoFlex System on 

Advance’s Advenger rider-scrubber includes a “burst of power” 

button that automatically increases detergent, solution flow and 

brush pressure for 60 seconds—or as long as desired—in order 

to deliver greater scrubbing power for heavily soiled areas. This 

machine feature eliminates time- and labor-intensive double-

scrubbing that can be required if using a single-mode (low-flow 

only or water-only) scrubber.

Green cleaning is a trend that’s here to stay, but in-house  

cleaners and BSCs alike need to ensure that “clean” is not 

sacrificed in the name of “green.” The ideal cleaning approach 

for today’s facilities will be easy on the environment and solve a 

wide variety of floor-cleaning problems. This means that the ideal 

floor machine is a scrubber that minimizes water and chemical 

usage while offering the versatility and power to handle the most 

demanding cleaning jobs. Used along with green-certified cleaning 

fluids and well-documented cleaning processes, today’s advanced 

scrubbers can deliver cleaning programs that keep the “clean” 

in green cleaning.
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The EcoFlex System, available on select 

scrubbers from Advance, gives maintenance 

personnel more cleaning flexibility than other 

environmentally friendly hard-floor cleaning 

systems. Scrubbers with EcoFlex allow an 

operator to match the machine’s performance 

to the soil on the floor. Features include 

onboard detergent dispensing, automatic 

detergent metering, and a unique “burst of 

power” button for an immediate but temporary 

increase in detergent dilution ratio, solution 

flow and brush pressure. Plus the machine’s 

ultra-low-flow dispensing cuts water usage by 

up to 70 percent compared to conventional 

scrubbing. EcoFlex means there is no need 

to choose between green cleaning and clean 

floors because it provides the flexibility for both.

To learn more about the EcoFlex System, visit 

www.ecoflexsystem.com or call 800-214-7700.

EcoFlex™ System is a trademark of Nilfisk-Advance, Inc.


